Malmo

Policies and governance structures that can be found in the reference regions?

The governance system in Sweden has undergone a change that probably has its equivalents in other
western European countries. During early 20" century evolved towards what we would consider a
modern democracy. At the same time the modern welfare state grew. A large share of the state’s
responsibilities was by the turn of the century 1800/1900 managed by private initiatives. Many
political initiatives also came from NGO: s. During the last decades of the 20" century and the
beginning of 21 a reverse change has taken place. NGO:s have been considered more and more
important to generate new ideas and solutions. The production of welfare has to some extent been
transformed from the state to the market economy, to non-profit associations or to the family. These
three periods — early, mid and late 20" century - are all to some extent still present today and
important to understand the Swedish governance system.

The main provider of urban green spaces are the municipalities that by law are obliged to plan for a
sufficient amount of green spaces. They are liable to make sure that these areas are kept in
reasonable god state. The municipalities are also the main provider of allotment plots. Other
important providers are housing companies. The largest area of UA is probably located in gardens of
detached or semidetached houses as these cover about one third of Swedish urban areas.

Today there is a growing interest in UA on public spaces, open for the public. This is a new
phenomena and as such very much in the centre of the media attention. New NGO: s want to take
place in public space as a way of enhancing alternative lifestyles or changing the political agenda. The
old NGO:s, like the garden societies, are important as well but with slightly other agendas. To give a
very simplified description, the old NGO: s are populated with elderly well established people, the
new ones with young people. The old ones are more into promoting gardening, while the new ones
have a more obvious political agenda, including food security and sustainable development. (Very
simplified.)

The key governance actors in this reference region?

Typical for Malmo city is that there is no single key actor. Instead the development of UA in Malmo is
driven by a close cooperation between various types of actors: municipal officials, housing
companies, NGO:s

One of the more important NGO:s is Mykorrhiza. “The network Mykorrhiza (eng mycorrhiza) was
started by a group of people who believe that Sweden is in need of a movement using practical
methods to act for change through self sufficiency. We started this movement with a focus on local



food production to work with issues such as the environment, health and global solidarity”. (cited
from the network’s homepage: http://www.mykorrhiza.se/wiki/pmwiki.php/OmQOss/AboutUs )

Another important NGO is Odla i stan. They present them selves like this on their homepage
(http://www.odlaistan.nu/en/): “Odla i stan’s (cultivation in the city) aim is to, in the long
perspective, develop and spread a sustainable way of city farming. Since 2009, located at Seved in
Malma, we have expanded and today we are working in housing areas in Rosengard and Lindangen

as well. We do project in schools and kindergartens as well as taking care of the old fashioned-styled
Molleplatsen close to Slottstradgarden in Malmo.”

In addition to that there are more conventional allotment garden, garden and gardeners societies.
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Fig 1. Homepage from Artholmens allotment garden society

Good examples of governance which link ‘top down’ or ‘bottom up’ approaches?
In Malmo there is an city urban agriculture network that includes municipal officials from different
departments (City District Administration, City Planning Office, Education Office, Street and Parks
Department, Environment Department and the Real Estate Office), the municipal housing company
and NGO:s (and The Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, SLU). The network has regular
meetings every second month. At the meetings information on ongoing activities are shared and
problems are highlighted and discussed.


http://www.mykorrhiza.se/wiki/pmwiki.php/OmOss/AboutUs
http://www.odlaistan.nu/en/

Three years ago, 2009, the Somali association Hidde lyo Dhaqgan started started to grow vegetables
on a front yard in the poor neighborhood Seved. The project got support from the municipal housing
company who saw it as a possible contribution to a better neighborhood. Other founding came from
the Environmental Department. The major part of the project was founded by The Swedish
Inheritance Fund Commission, an organization that supports non-profit organizations and other

voluntary associations wishing to test new ideas for developing activities for children, young people
and the disabled.

Two years ago, 2010, the local branch of the Swedish urban agriculture network, Mykorrhiza, went
from guerrilla gardening towards more permanent urban gardens. At the time theys started to
negotiate with the city to get permission to start an open urban garden in a public park. They got
permission to start one in the park Enskifteshagen and the Streets and Parks Department also paid



for a fence and a shed for the garden tools. The Environmental Department paid for a part time

coordinator at the network. Since then the garden has been run by the network.
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Fig 3. Urban Agriculture in the park Enskifteshagen, Malmé

Earlier examples of linkage between bottom and top are: 1. the first planned allotment gardens in
Sweden, built 1895 financed and initiated by a garden society; 2. The public open garden
Slottstradgarden initiated by a social gardening society and financed in cooperation between the
society and the city since 1995.



Intersects with other policies at municipality level

UA is part of a municipal strategy to strengthen social cohesion and integration within poor
neighborhoods and between rich and poor city districts. The main mean for this is municipal founding
of garden facilitators to promote UA. The facilitators work in close cooperation with municipal district
authorities, housing companies and local NGO:s.



Fig 5. Allotment gardens in Rosengdrd, Malmé

UA is a part of the municipal green school yards scheme. It’s a project with the aim to inspire
teachers and pupils to change their yards and for teachers to actively use the outdoor environment
for teaching and physical activities. The project works with appointed schools to build greener school
yards. Schools have to apply to become part of the project.

The municipal open garden Slottstradgarden combines UA with work training for long term
unemployed and rehabilitation for people with different kinds of disabilities. It’s a small scale activity,
but there are plans to expand green rehabilitation within the city.

An EU funded project to revitalize the periurban areas has just started. The idea of this project is to
periurban farmers with urban gardeners and consumers. This is expected to stimulate snall scale
economic growt.



