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Main/primary Action objectives defined by the MoU

“The main objective of the Action is to develop a common, specifically European 
approach to urban agriculture among European scholars and professionals in this 
field. 

This will be established by the method of a European Atlas on Urban Agriculture 
grounded in field experiences and reference regions and will serve European policy 
makers for the further development of the Common Agriculture Policy.“
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15 Partner Countries March 2012
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23 Partner Countries at present
+ Turkish intention to join

 the Action has been evolving eastwards
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Gender Balance:  144 individuals registered for the Action

female: 88

male: 56
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Early Stage Researchers: 61 of 144 participants are ESR (42%)
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1st WG Meeting Aachen, 09-12/07/12
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1st Training School Malmö, 26-28/11/12
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2 Short Term Scientific Missions Barcelona, february/march 2013

Two ESR from different disciplines (agronomy, 
landscape architecture) and different WGs have 
been working as a team
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1st WG Conference Barcelona, 12-15/3/13
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First policy recommendations: The Barcelona Declaration
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Steering Group and European Commission Meeting, June 2013

The strategic orientation of the Action and the cooperation of the four Working Groups has
been defined on a meeting of the Steering Group (Action Chairs, WG Chairs, Website 
responsible) in Brussels.
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2 Short Term Scientific Missions Dublin, August/September 2013

The connection of STSMs to a reference 
region has proven to be a successful way 
to provide high quality output for the 
Action in Barcelona.
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2 Freelance Short Term Scientific Missions, 2013/2014

Freelance STSMs offer ESR the 
opportunity to place their personal 
research interest within the framework of 
the Action.
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WG activities: WG 1 – Definitions and European Policies of UA

WG 1 has prepared the „Barcelona Declaration on Urban Agriculture“ adopted by the whole Action. It is now 
working on the „Interaction Model of Urban Agriculture“ representing the overall policy dimensions to be 
addressed by the Action. A literature review concerning typologies of UA has been elaborated

Work on the „Dictionnary of Urban Agriculture in Europe“ will follow.

Interaction Model of Urban Agriculture:
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WG activities: WG 2 – Governance and local policies of Urban Agriculture

A collection of papers on reference regions has allowed WG 2 to establish a framework that shows different 
policy goals linked with Urban Agriculture mainly on the municipality levels.

Further research will allow to compare policies that can be found throughout Europe and to give 
recommendations for an integrated Urban Agriculture policy on local and regional level.



TUD Progress conference 2013 Prof. Dr. F. Lohrberg. Chair of Landscape Architecture. RWTH Aachen University

WG activities: WG 3 – Entrepreneurial Models of Urban Agriculture

Based on a review of national case studies presented at the first WG meeting in Aachen WG 3 has 
developped a standard questionnaire for analysing urban and peri-urban agricultural activity at the Barcelona 
WG Meeting.

The questionnaire available in different languages will be used to collect material for the catalogue of 
entrepreneurial models in Urban Agriculture.
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WG activities: WG 4 – Spatial Visions of urban Agriculture

WG 4 has collected national case studies at the 1st WG Meeting in Aachen. The 2nd WG Meeing in 
Barcelona has been used to start the creation of a common working method for the description and graphic 
representation of the different case study landscapes.

First case studies adoptad to this method will be submitted in autumn 2013.
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Action Website online



TUD Progress conference 2013 Prof. Dr. F. Lohrberg. Chair of Landscape Architecture. RWTH Aachen University

All partner countries and researchers are displayed on the website
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All partner countries and researchers are displayed on the website
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Download section with COST UAE publications
 will be extended as documentation centre with bibliography and links
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COST UAE Wiki as a cooperation tool
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Content can be added and edited by all Action members
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Discussion pages can be used as a forum for exchange
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Since 26th February a website statistic tool has been installed



TUD Progress conference 2013 Prof. Dr. F. Lohrberg. Chair of Landscape Architecture. RWTH Aachen University

Topics

1. Action objectives

2. Action growth during starting phase

3. Action activities and outcomes
- meeting and workshop activities
- WG activities
- Website activities

4. Work plan

5. Strengths and challenges, added value of COST UAE



TUD Progress conference 2013 Prof. Dr. F. Lohrberg. Chair of Landscape Architecture. RWTH Aachen University

Initial Action Work Plan, July 2012
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Updated workplan spring 2013

- next meeting postponed from July to September
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Proposal for updating the workplan

additional STSMs in reference regions (+ Freelance STSMs)
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Previous and scheduled events,
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2013: a decisive year for the Action’s progress…

- definition of the WGs methodology and detailed workplan
- First output: Barcelona declaration on Urban Agriculture



TUD Progress conference 2013 Prof. Dr. F. Lohrberg. Chair of Landscape Architecture. RWTH Aachen University

… and for Urban Agriculture and research in general

new CAP

Horizon 2020
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Strength: strong link to reference regions through Action events

Aachen

Malmoe

Barcelona

Toulouse Milan

Geneva

Warsaw

Attika

Dublin

Vitoria-Gasteiz
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Aachen

Malmoe

Barcelona

Toulouse Milan

Geneva

Warsaw

Attika

Dublin

Vitoria-Gasteiz

Challenge: find an equal representation of reference regions visited

?

?

?

?
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Strength: reference regions allow direct contact to stakeholders
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Strength: conferences in reference regions attract general public
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Strength: 
Stakeholders like municipality, regional governments, Chambers of 
Agriculture and NGOs are directly participating in the Action
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Strength: close connection to reference region allows high quality STSM
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Resuming Strengths + Challenges: 

The bottom-up work of the Action is successful through the strong links 
to reference regions

The link to European policy makers has been established but needs to 
be sustained.

The way to influence the future European research Agenda (horizon 
2020) has to be clarified.

 How can COST as an organisation support the Action in its contacts 
to European policy makers in Agriculture, research and other relevant 
policies?


